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yet she knows well that not even yet has she finished her
training.
From the above sketch it will be easy enough to realise
the many problems which arise even around the theory of
education, but when one considers the practical difficulties
which impede the realisation of the best theories, then, indeed,
one may be tempted to discouragement. When ill-health,
want of subjects, political unrest prevent the nun from
receiving the proper formation in her early years; when the
laws of the totalitarian state refuse to allow freedom of
initiative and make the obtaining of diplomas such a difficult
matter that only the few can hope to succeed; when the
difficulties attached to pedagogic studies isolate some
members apart from the community and shut out the
less academical-minded from any participation in the
work of education, for which they also may have their
gifts; when sectarian spirit and even persecution drive
die nuns from their homes, then the life of an inter-
national Order seems threatened on every side. Yet it
would seem that it is by means of its international
character that a Society such as that of the Sacred Heart
will find stability and the means of solving, or of rising
above, its many problems.
It is abundantly clear what an important position is that
of the mistress of the second juniorate, and what a mark
she may leave, not only upon individiials, but also upon
the studies of the whole Order. We can gather reminis-
cences to-day from those who look back with gratitude to
the days of their training. Of Mother Duratid, who in the
'seventies and 'eighties saw many generations pass through
her hands, it has been said that her virile philosophic
teaching left an indelible impression- Her deal and con-
vincing mathematical lectures had a way of taking flight